THE GREAT TUDORS
" Such was the beauty of this goodly band,
Whose sundry parts were here too long to tell;
But she that in the midst of them did stand,
Seemed all the rest in beauty to excell,
Crownd with a rosie girlond, that right well
Did her beseeme.   And ever, as the crew
About her daunst, sweet jlowres, that far did smell,
And fragrant odours they uppon her threw;
But most of all, those three did her with gifts endew.
" Those were the Graces, daughters of delight,
Handmaides of Venus, which are wont to haunt
Uppon this hill, and daunce there day and night:
Those three to men all gifts of grace do graunt,
And all, that Venus in her selfe doth vaunt,
Is borrowed from them.   But thatfaire one,
That in the midst was placed paravaunt,
Was she to whom that shepheard pypt alone,
That made him pipe so merrily, as never none.
" She was to weete that jolly shepheards lasse,
Which piped there unto that merry rout,
That jolly shepheard, which there piped, was
Poore Colin Clout (who knowes not Colin Clout?)
He pypt apace, whilst they him daunst about.
Pype jolly shepheard, pype thou now apace
Unto thy love, that made thee low to lout:
Thy love is present there with thee in place,
Thy love is there advaunst to be another Grace"
That is a supreme example of the decorative fancy in which
Hazlitt delighted. It is also allegorical, for " who knowes
not Colin Clout? " and who can fail to recognise the allusions
to Epithalamion, in which Edmund Spenser claimed the right
to celebrate, for once, his own happiness? The anagogical
meaning of the Graces is explicit, and inseparable, though
developed at length later in the Canto. The style is that of
a trained rhetorician, and the whole Canto is constructed out
of Claudian, Politian, the commentators on Horace, and so
on, just as Epithalamion is solidly based on Catullus. And it
is also Spenser's supreme and rapturous vision of himself,
the Poet, and his declaration of independence, his challenge
to the successful men of affairs around him. He had re-
ceived the celestial inspiration. He had gathered learning
and had not stinted his labour. And he had his reward.
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